
Tithes And Offerings 

Via PayNow: 
Please make a transfer to 
UEN: 195000088K or scan 
the QR code after you have 
logged in to your mobile 
banking app. 

Specify the purpose of   
transfer e.g. General Fund 
(GF), Missionary Fund (MF), 
COVID-19 Support Fund (CV), 
Disaster Relief Fund (DRF), 
etc.  

Bank Transfer/ATM: 
UOB A/C No. 388-314-965-1 

By Cheque: 
Crossed cheque made    
payable to “Bethesda 
(Katong) Church”. 

Kindly indicate the purpose 
behind the cheque and mail 
it to the church office at     
160 Carpmael Road,        
Singapore 429899.  
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BETHESDA (KATONG) CHURCH

17 Pennefather Road, S424441

Tel: 63455752  

office@bethesdakatong.org  

www.bethesdakatong.org

Co. Reg. No./UEN: 195000088K

Time: 2:00pm to 3:30pm 
15 Aug: Session 3 - How Can We Have Faith? 
22 Aug: Session 4 - Why And How Do I Pray? 

Curious to explore the basics of the Christian faith? It is still not 
too late to sign up for the Alpha Online Course. We encourage 
you to scan the QR code to register or sign up with your friends 
at https://www.bethesdakatong.org/alpha-course-sign-up/  

LADIES’ SUNDAY MEETING: 16 August at 10:30am over 
Zoom  
Topic: The Evil Of Envy (Psalm 73) 
Speaker: Ong Ai Boon (City Mission Church) 

All ladies are welcome and do invite your friends to join us for 
the meeting. The meeting room ID and password will be     
broadcast on Saturday,15 Aug. Please WhatsApp to 81261986 
if you do not receive the meeting link. 

Our Own Youth
for Christ

How can a young person 
grapple with the          
challenges of adulthood?

How have our very own 
young people been living 
out their faith where God 
has placed them?

Read their stories in the August Bethesda Bells!



The Pharisees and scribes tried to discredit Jesus and his 
disciples, alleging the disciples of breaking tradition as they 
did not wash their hands when they eat (Matthew 15:1-2). 
Jesus pointed out their hypocrisy in breaking God’s       
commandment in adhering to tradition. The Pharisees 

taught the people that there is no need to honour one’s parents, especially supporting them 
financially, as long as one gives those resources to God. In pushing such a man-made   
tradition with a guise of honouring God above one’s parents, they had voided God’s word. 
Jesus quoted Isaiah, who prophesied of people who will honour God with their lips but their 
hearts are far from him, and their worship of him by teaching such traditions as doctrine is 
in vain (v3-9). 

This is a serious condemnation of the Pharisees and it is one we have to take very seriously 
as well. Have we created, added, deleted or modified the commandments of God to suit our 
fancy and coined this version as what is key to be a Christian in Singapore? It could be   
certain church traditions, or cultural practices, or modern-day Christian practices that have 
almost become synonymous as commands of God. The case in point, have we ignored 
honouring our parents by supporting them financially, as long as we give sacrificially to the 
church and ministry work? How would we know? Jesus shows the way to do so, by going 
back to Scripture. We need to check our lives daily against the word of God and reflect 
deeply, lest we become hypocritical people that honour God on the surface, but our hearts 
are far from him. Our worship then will be in vain. What a horror. 

Jesus further teaches in Matthew 15:10-20 that eating food with unwashed hands does not 
defile a person. This is because the food goes into the mouth, passes into the stomach and 
is expelled thereafter. In contrast, what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart 
and is indicative that the heart harbours evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 
theft, false witness, slander (v18-19). And this heart is what defiles a person. This is        
especially interesting in this season, where personal hygiene is emphasized heavily. We are 
told to be careful not to touch our eyes, nose and mouth for fear of being infected with    
anything ‘unclean’. And it remains important to be hygienic and to not consume our food 
with dirty hands which may lead to stomach problems. However, it pales in comparison to the 
greater need to make sure that not just our hands and food are clean but our hearts are 
clean. We know our hearts are defiled and harbours all of that long list of sinful desires. 
Sometimes, it comes out of our mouths and hurts those around us and grieves God. What 
should we do with our defiled hearts? We look to God who promised to ‘put his laws in our 
hearts’ in the new covenant where Christ “offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins” for 
us (Hebrews 10:12-16). We repent and ask God earnestly to “create in me a clean heart” 
and “renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10); we put to death what is earthly 
(Colossians 3:5), and we put on his ways (Colossians 3:12). 



1. TODAY’S SPEAKER 

PAUL CHAN: Pray for Elder Paul Chan who gives us today's ministry message on the 

topic “Clean And Unclean” (Matthew 15:1-20). Pray that we will have attentive hearts to 

this message given to us. 

2. PRAYER FOR TRUE WORSHIP AND FOR GOD TO REMOVE THE THINGS THAT 
DEFILE US 

Adapted from Matthew 15:1-20 

Our Heavenly Father, 

Teach us to worship you in truth, that we will not just worship you with our lips while our 

hearts are far from you. May we truly obey your commandments and not the commandments 

of men. We pray too, Father, that you would give us clean hearts. Take away from our 

hearts what defiles us - evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false     

witness, and slander. Enable us by your Holy Spirit to live a life holy and pleasing unto you, 

as a living sacrifice, for that is true worship. This we ask in Jesus' name. Amen.  

3. SINGAPORE 

Pray the following for our nation on our 55th birthday: 

 Thank God for the peace, progress, stability and safety that Singapore has                

enjoyed in these 55 years since our nation's independence; 

 Pray for wisdom for our political leaders, for the members of parliament and for all our 

ministers, as they lead and govern our nation and come up with sound laws and policies; 

 Pray that our judicial system will always be just;  

 Pray for the safeguarding of Christian moral and family values and that the people in 

our land would come to know God; 

 Pray that the people of Singapore would be united, care for each other, and work     

together in harmony for the betterment of our nation; 

 Pray that we would always have compassion on those who require our help; 

 Pray for continued peace and safety in our land. 



Sermon Notes: 
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NEXT SUNDAY  

Faith Of The Canaanite Woman (Matthew 15:21-28) 

Mr Tan Gee Paw (Barker Road Methodist Church) 

Clean And Unclean (Matthew 15:1-20) 

Elder Paul Chan 

VERSES FOR THE WEEK 

Matthew 15:17-19 

17 “Don’t you see that 

whatever enters the 

mouth goes into the 

stomach and then out  

of the body?  
18 But the things that 

come out of a person’s 

mouth come from  

the heart, and these 

defile them.  
19 For out of the heart 

come evil thoughts—

murder, adultery, sexual 

immorality, theft, false 

testimony, slander.” 

AUGUST THEME 

Authority Of The Kingdom  


