
WORSHIP  
through giving 
Honour the LORD with your wealth, 
with the first fruits of all your crops. 
Proverbs 3:9 
 

VIA PAYNOW 
Transfer to UEN: 195000088K  
or scan the QR code.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BANK TRANSFER | ATM 
UOB A/C No: 388-314-965-1 
 

CHEQUE  

Crossed cheque payable  to:                
Bethesda (Katong)  Church  
 

PURPOSE 
For all giving, please specify   
purpose as follows: 
- General Fund (GF);            
- Missionary Fund (MF);  
- Needy Fund (NF);  
- Disaster Relief Fund (DRF)  
 

THANK YOU 
...for God loves a cheerful giver.      
2 Corinthians 9:7b 
 

CHURCH OFFICE  
160 Carpmael Road 
Singapore 429899 
Tel: 63455752   
office@bethesdakatong.org  
www.bethesdakatong.org 
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SENIOR CITIZENS’ MINISTRY: Thursday, 25 May, 10am to 

12:30pm @ Church Main Hall 

Exercise: 9:00am before meeting @ 160CR 
Bible Study Week 

Speaker: Elder Chia Eng Chuan 
 

LADIES’ MEETING: Today, 10:15am in Church                            

@ Annexe, L3 

Topic: Christian Experience – Biblical Principles Of Conduct 

Speaker: Ms Rita Ong (Bethesda Pasir-Ris Mission Church) 

We welcome all ladies and their friends to join us after the 

morning service.  
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Today, 21 May, 10:15am over 

Zoom / in Church @ 160CR, Room 2A 

Topic: The Christian Man: Identity – Who I Am And What My 

Life Is About 

All men are welcome to join the Fellowship. Please email to 

paul.chan@bethesdakatong.org or contact the church office 

for more details. 

https://links.bethesdakatong.org/bibleinterpretation2023                                                    

(scan the QR code or click on the image to register) 
 

https://links.bethesdakatong.org/bibleinterpretation2023


It is common practice that whenever one anticipates the arrival of someone important, 

some form of preparation will be made. Matthew 3 opens with such an example – John 

the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus, fulfilling the prophesy of Isaiah (40:3) by    

preaching and baptising people in the wilderness of Judea.  

However, John was not just paving the way for Jesus’ ministry to begin, he was preaching 

a very important message to the people – that they need to prepare themselves by    

repenting for “the kingdom of heaven has come near”. Indeed, John’s call for repentance 

was not new if we recall the long line of prophets that God had sent to Israel before.  

That being said, John’s call was marked with a sense of urgency because it preceded the 

arrival of the Promised Messiah.  

More significantly, John highlights that the baptism with water for repentance is the    

outward and visible act of the inward and invisible confession of our sins. Furthermore, 

John implies that the bearing of fruit is a natural outcome of true repentance. In his  

scathing rebuke to the Pharisees and Sadducees, John pointedly tells these leaders to 

“produce fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:8). The metaphor of bearing fruit is 

used throughout the Bible as a point of distinction of God’s people, but what does this 

fruit look like? It is everything listed in Galatians 5:22-23 – love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

While baptism is a once-off act of obedience, the sanctification that comes after, and the 

fruit borne through that process will be our life’s journey until we meet Christ again. John 

has said that “the axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not  

produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matthew 3:10). Jesus     

himself repeated this later on in Matthew 7:19. Like it or not, we will be held accountable 

for the kind of fruit we bear. We must continually evaluate if we are bearing fruit for Christ 

as people who have been forgiven and redeemed by him. While this might seem like a 

daunting task, Jesus assures us that we do not do it alone (John 15). 

While much has been said about bearing fruit, it is important to remember that our focus 

as Christians is not on the fruit we produce, but in the relationship we have with God. We 

purposefully grow in our walk with Jesus, inviting the Holy Spirit to transform us, so that 

we actively obey God in all he calls us to do. This leads us then to a fruitful life of loving 

God and our neighbours (Matthew 22:37-40) which pleases God.  

Bearing Fruit In Keeping With Repentance 



FOCUS ON PRAYER 

1. TODAY’S SPEAKER 

RENNIS PONNIAH: Pray for Bishop Rennis Ponniah (Retired 9th Anglican Bishop Of  

Singapore, Hon. Fellow, St Peter’s Hall) who gives us today’s ministry message 

“Bearing Fruit In Keeping With Repentance” (Matthew 3:1-17). Pray that we will 

have attentive hearts to this message given to us. 
 

2.    FRUIT IN KEEPING WITH REPENTANCE 

Dear Lord, 

We are sorry for sinning against you – in the things we have done which we ought not 

to, and for failing to do the right things we ought. Forgive us, Lord. Enable us by your 

Holy Spirit to live a life that bears fruit in keeping with repentance and may you be 

glorified through it. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 

3.    M.Y. MANNA: 

Pray the following for M.Y. Manna (a few of our members volunteer with them): 

 Thank God for watching over the Metropolitan YMCA (MYMCA) Bikeathon       

fundraising event on Saturday, 29 April 2023. 

 Thank God for answered prayers. They have recruited a new programme                         

executive for M.Y. Manna. She commenced work on 15 May. 

 May God work through M.Y. Manna and their partners to brighten lives and bring 

hope to the needy through their outreach community work. 



NEXT SUNDAY: 

Kingdom Prayer 

(Matthew 6:9-15) 

 

SPEAKER: 

Mr Henson Lim 

(Archippus Awakening) 

THEME: The Kingdom Of God 
 

VERSE FOR THE WEEK: Matthew 3:8 (NIV) 

Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.   

TODAY: Bearing Fruit In Keeping With Repentance 

(Matthew 3:1-17) 
 

SPEAKER: Bishop Rennis Ponniah 

(Retired 9th Anglican Bishop Of Singapore 

Hon. Fellow, St Peter’s Hall) 

SERMON NOTES 


